
Screening	tests	

Combined	first	
trimester	screening	

Second	trimester	
serum	screening	

Cell-free	DNA	
(noninvasive	prenatal	

test,	NIPT)	

Type	of	test	 Blood	test	and	
ultrasound	 Blood	test	 Blood	test	

Timing	of	test	(weeks)	 Blood	9-13	w	
Ultrasound	11-13	w	 14	–	20	w	 From	10	w	

CondiDons	detected	 Trisomy	21,	18,13;	
Structural	anomalies	 Trisomy	21	and	18	

Trisomy	21,	18,	13;	
sex	chromosome	

condiDons	(opDonal)	

DetecDon	rate	for	
trisomy	21	 90%	 75-80%	 99%	

False	posiDve	rate	for	
trisomy	21	 3-5%	 7-8%	 <	1%	

Test	failure	rate	 <	1%	 <1%	 1-5%	

Risk	to	pregnancy	 None	 None	 None	

Medicare	rebate	
available	 Yes	 Yes	 No	

DiagnosDc	tests	

Chorionic	villus	
sampling	(CVS),	
amniocentesis	

Sample	of	placental	
cells	or	amnioDc	fluid	

CVS	11-13	w	
Amnio	from	15	w	

Many	chromosome	
condiDons		

99.99%	

<	1%	

<	1%	

Small	risk	of	
miscarriage	

Yes	
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